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This can be the most frustrating part when you import something from China. 
It is also the most difficult part. Unfortunately it is impossible to explain 

everything in detail. But I’ll explain the principle, so you have the tools to 
calculate it yourself. And I will give you some tips, how you can avoid this. But 

first let’s start with an example 

Example  

My friend Saskia is a yoga teacher and she sells yoga mats to her students. 
She needs 10 mats. If she would buy this in the Netherlands, she would pay 

for a good quality about 30 euro (37.50 US$) each with shipping costs too. 
When buying online in China, it would only cost 20 euro (25 US$) each. Free 

Shipping. Sounds great, right? She can save up to 100 euro (125 US$)!! 

But what happened? 

When the parcel was delivered at her door, she had to pay another 67 euro 
(85 US$) to the postman. If she didn’t pay, she didn’t get the parcel and 

would lose everything. She had no choice at that moment, but to pay. Why 
this extra costs??? Her savings vaporized to only 32 euro. 

Let’s break the numbers down. 

Product (10 yoga mats) € 200.- 
Shipping costs Free 
Insurance costs None 
Declaration: Say 3% of (Product+ Shipping+ Insurance) € 6.- 
VAT: 21% of (Product+ Shipping+ Insurance + Declaration) € 43.26 
Total (Product+ Shipping+ Insurance + Declaration + VAT € 249.26 
Payment to the post man for handling declaration € 17.50 

  
Extra costs (Declaration + VAT + postman) € 66.76 

 

These unexpected costs gave her a bad day. You can imagine. The shopping 
site didn’t tell her this could happen. And who is to blame? The Chinese shop? 

No, it all has to do with the (in this case European) importing regulation. 

What could she have done to save her money? 

First you need to know: 

- Declaration costs comeabovea product price of 150 euro. 
- VAT is only above a product price of 22 euro. 
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- If you need to pay declaration costs or VAT, these are calculated over 
everything, even shipping and insurance. 

- You pay to the parcel delivery company too, only if they declare you 
package. 

In Saskias case she could have ordered every yoga mat separately. It’s a bit 

more work, but every parcel has a price lower than 22 euro. If she did this, 
she wouldn’t have paid any hidden costs and kept all her savings!  

‘But I’ll lose my large-order-discount!!’, she claimed. This can be true. You 

need to calculate with that. But often, the discount is less the extra costs. 
Another possibility is you contact the Chinese vendor and ask if they can send 

your order in smaller packages. You’ll find more tips below. 

Note: 

The example applies to European countries. The declaration and VAT 
percentages in every country may differ. And even for every product there 

can be a different declaration percentage. Terrible if you want to calculate it 
yourself, impossible if you order different products at once! 

 

How to calculate import the easiest way in any country? 

Calculating the import duty is extremely intensive if you try to do it yourself. 
But you can use some online tools. 

An international calculator is: http://www.dutycalculator.com 

This online calculator is useful for any country. You get 5 free calculations. 

After this you need buy credits to calculate more. It’s easy to use. And it will 
give you a good estimation of the expected extra costs. 
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For US citizens, you can read more at their government site.  

For importing to European countries, you can use this free calculator. It’s 

more difficult to get the right declaration percentage. And they expect you’re 
buying in Chinese currency. But hey, it’s free and it’s an estimation. 

http://www.startbuyinginchina.com/
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/basic_trade
http://www.importcalculator.com/
http://www.dutycalculator.com
http://www.importcalculator.com
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Our 6 best tips avoid unexpected costs! 

As with everything when buying online, the first thing is to be aware! 

1. Divide larger orders into multiple smaller orders. Shipping is often free. 
 

2. Contact the vendor if they can do this for you. 
 

3. Some shops offer to wrap it as a gift. A gift has lower declaration costs. 
 

4. Some shops write a lower value on the package. 
 

5. Some shops offer to refund the declaration costs. 
 

6. Parcels send with EMS, DHL, UPS, USPS or Fedex will be declared most 
likely. With other companies lie Hongkong Post, China Post, the changes 

are lower you need to pay. But this is only a change! 
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